Brian Margan, motorsporis editor

RACING LINES -

Allan Lowis nnd Peter Carroll finished one-two
Im tho Saturday sprint at Winterfest.

Florida’s Winterfest opens 2010 Club Racing season

Januwary’s annoal PBOC Winterfest at
Sebring Intermational Roceway saw fiftesn
Tire Rack BMW CCA Club racers mun in the
points races on Saturday and Sunday, with
ather CR regulars running the six-hour race
into the night on Thursday. Many of the meers
came down from the Frozen North, some
from =% far away as Canada. In addition, a
few Sebring first-timers joined the fray this
year, inclucing Deluware Valley Chapter

Randy Mueller won two races
at Winterfest in his E46 M3,
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members Bob Solomon and Mike Yaskin,
who ran an E36 M3 that was new to him
Jean Luc Bergeron, n regular ot Winterfest,
and Paul Janusauskas brought a former Ron
Checca car they had recently bought; Checea
ran a car intended for both Club Racing and
the ITR class in SCCA.

Fortunately, Florida's ¢old snap was
largely gone by the time Winterfest started,
and conditions were excellent for racing,
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with temperatures in the 605 and low 70s.
Saill, Sebring demands a lot from car ond driver,
with its extremely bumpy s¢ctions, heavy
braking sections, and periods of long, hard
acceleration. On this fast, wide irnck—with
some tight corners—a fust lap demands pre-
cision, and there are some sections with very
few visual cues to help. While good power
is a must, good handling is critical, 100,
PBOC split the race groups on Saturday
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MW CCA Club Racing is supported by The Tire Rack (title sponsor); HMS (aficial supplier of safety
foar); Yokohama Tire (sponsor Spec E36 Series); Evosport, motorsporteowerage. com, Summit
Mortage, DPUC Motorwerks, and VAC Motersports, (primary sponsors); and Grassroets Mator-

sports magazine, The Natlonal Motorists Assoclation, and VT Metorsport (asociate sponsors).

Jean Luc Borgaron and Paul Janusauskas broko in thalr E30 M3 at Winteriest.

and Sunday, puiting BMW Club racers in
CGroup Two with the slower classes, This
allowed all the BMWs to be in the same group,
though according 1o the PBOC cluss structre,
many of the C-Modified cars would nonmnally
he put into Group One. As a result, BMW
racers dominated the front of the grid, with
Randy Mueller and his very quick E46 M2
C-Mod car on the pole nhead of three inore
C-M racers: Allan Lewis (E36 325i) shared
the front row, and Peter Carroll (E36 M3) and
John Dimoff (E36 M3) took the second row,

At the start, Lewis pulled ahead of Mueller,
hut the preferred inside line allowed Mueller
10 take the lead in Turn One, with Carroll in
tow in second, Mueller immediately set abouet
building a commanding lead, though he was
experiencing an electrical prohlem thot caused
the car to shut off when going over bumps.
Lewis and Carroll had a great battle going,
resigning themselves to finishing behind
Mueller as his lzad quickly became insur-
mountable. But on the last lap, Mucller's car
shut off for good, and he rolled to a siop. Lewis
finished first, while Carroll, concerned about
running out of gas near the end, had to back
off and setile for second, Doug Wilson (C-M
E46 M3 finished third, having passed John
Dimoff on the start and never being serously
challenged after that. Dimoff, who encoun-
tered brake problems throughout the week-
end, st & number of positions on the star, but
took back all but one of them.

Mueller was running again on Sunday,
having fixed the electrical problem. But since
Sunday’s starting position was determined by
Saturday's finish, he started deep in the field,
while Lewis, Carroll, Wilson, and Dimoff
started at the front. Once again Lewis pulled
nhead at the star, hut this tiine he led through
Turn One, as he had the preferred line, com-
mencing a terrific mee with Cauroll; the pair
swapped the lead many times during the mce.
Meanwhile, Mueller was patiently making his
way throush traffic; hefore long, Lowis and
Carroll could see him in their mimors. With
Camroll in front and Lewis running second,

Lewis successfully defended Tum Ten from
Muelier, but succumbed in the Tower Tum.
On the next lap, Mueller passed Carroll into
Ten after gelting a good ren coming out of the
hairpin. After that, it was clear sailing for
Mueller, with Carvell second and Lewis thind,
Dimoff and Wilson finished fourth and Fifth,
quite a distance behind.

While few ather BMW drivers had elose
macing with fellow Club racers, there was still
plenty of opportunity for racing with the amher
PBOC competitors. Bob Solomon (C-ME36
325is), Scott Collins (1-P E36 M3), Isi Papado-
poulos (C-M E36 32515). and Scott Hughes
{I-F E36 M3 LTW) ull finished within a sac-
ond of another car compating for position.

Onee again the BMW Club Racing group
received congratulations for putting on an
excellent show of good, clean driving and
close racing, impressing the orgamizers, spec-
tators, and other PBOC participants. Every-
one had a lot of fun. including the first-timers
who found the trck exciting and challenging.
And for those from the North, the trip is a
great mid-winter break from the cold —dAllan

Lewis with Randy Mueller
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