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Spec E36 and C-Modified drivers star at VIR

The annual April Cluh race at Virginia
International Raceway (VIR) has a reputa-
tion for attracting some of the biggest crowds
of BMW racers on the East Coast, and the
3.27-mile, seventeen-turn circuit makes for
some fast speeds up front, as well as close
competition within classes. This year’s event
was no different; in fact, it outdid previous
years in some respects.

Although the actual BMW tumnout of 40-
plus cars was somewhat less than the origi-
nal entry list predicted, the reduced car count
was not all that apparent. With the Tarheel
Chapter and the VDCA co-hosting the three-
day event, the paddock looked about as
packed as ever. And a damp Thursday gave
way to three days of glorious, sunny 70°
weather, which made for a fast track—and
lots of opportunities for drivers to post new
track and personal records.

One new element was the Spec E36 class;
not only was it the biggest, with eleven cars
entered, but it also saw some of the hottest
competition of the weekend, proof of liow
quickly this relatively new class has grown
and matured, Another new addition Lo the
VIR scene was the presence of four M3T
cars—E3(0 M3s built to specs that some refer
to as “J-P Lite”—which aroused a lot of inter-
est among other BMW drivers.

Up front, however, it was the C-Modi-
fied cars that provided the drama.

The first race, an eleven-lap fun sprint on
Friday afternoon, was a portent of things to
come. Starting from the pole, Steve Bassen
(C-M E30 M3) jumped ahead and led Peter
Carroll (C-M E36 M3) through the first
couple of turns—only to coast to a dead stop
in the middle of Turn Three when a balky
contro] unit quit. In the resulting nelee, all the
drivers behind Bassen miraculously managed
to avoid this unexpected obstacle, raising thick
clouds of dust as some maneuvered their cars
off the pavement. The mess allowed Mark
Marquis (C-M E36 M3) to squeeze by
Carroll and take the lead; hut within two laps,
with Bassen’s ear safely out of the way, Car-
roll put pedal to the metal and retook the lead
for good to win the race and class. Chris
Lewis (C-M E46 M3) came in second over-
all, having passed Marquis in mid-race.

Behind the front-running C-Mod cars, two
[-Prepared drivers—Craig Lippe and Denis
Budniewski, both driving E36 M3s—resuined
a rivalry they had begun at Road Atlanta in
February, where Lippe had bested Budniewski
twice. This time the two drivers started side-
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by-side, with Lippe on the pole. But two laps
into the race, Budniewski scooted by Lippe,
and he never locked back; despite repeated
challenges, he beat his rival to the checker by
eight seconds to win the class.

Another close battle ensued among three
Spec E36 drivers: Michael Gilbert, Jason
Briedis, and Tim Smith. Gilbert was on the
pole, with Briedis and Smith directly behind
hirn, but as the green flag flew, Smith forged
ahead of Briedis and tucked in behind Gilbert
for a couple of laps. However, soine setup
issues forced him to drop back, allowing
Briedis to get by and challenge Gilbert for
the class lead. Those two drivers fought tooth
and nail for position until Briedis got around
Gilhert in mid-race, but the outcome of this
battle was not decided until Briedis beat
Gilbert to the checker by a mere (.15 seconds.
As Gilbert later said, “The fact that our best
laps were about 0.08 seconds apart shows
how even the cars are.”

Saturday’s one-hour endurance race wit-
nessed some fierce dogfights in mid-pack,
but out in front, the show belonged to Bassen
and co-driver Randy Mueller. Having
replaced his control unit, Bassen qualified
for the pole with a 1.327-second margin over
Allan Lewis (C-M E36 3251). But just seconds
after the start, Lewis lost his spot te Carroll.
who proceeded to chase Bassen’s car
throughout the race. However, with the speed
the Bassen/Mueller team put out, the issue
was never in doubt—especially atter Mueller
took over the wheel. He later commented
that he had topped 150 mph on several ocea-
sions, so it was no surprise that he posted the
fastest time of the weekend—a blazing
1:58.872—on the last lap of the race!
Mueller’s victory margin was a bit over 47
seconds, a feat that Bassen attributes to “Fast
Randy’s” driving and the meticulous atten-
tion he gives to his car’s aerodynamics.

In the continuing 1-Prepared rivalry, Lippe
and co-driver Evan Darling won the class,
but not without a fight, as Mucller qualified
in Budniewski's car and led Darling during
much of the first half of the race. But things
changed after Mueller pitted and handed over
to Budniewski; rejoining the race, Bud-
niewski had to contend with heavy traffic,
while Darling kept going, Then, when Lippe
took the wheel, he managed to squeak in
ahead of Budniewski, and that’s the way it
stayed to the finish—but Budniewski didn’t
give up, as he took the checker just a half-
second behind Lippe. Sixteen seconds later,
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Pos. Pos.  Drlver Car Best Lap
1 18M 5 BassendR Muglier E30 M3 01:588
2 20CM  Peter Camll E36M3 02:021
3 3™ Allan lewis E35 3250 020356
4  4CM  Jean-luc Bergeron E36 M3 02:04.4
5 50M  Chislews E46 M3 02:039
fi G6CM  Robert Chasg E46 M3 02059
7 1P £ Darlina/C Lippe E36 M3 02:084
8 2P R Mugller/D Budnicwski ~ E36 M3 02058
9. 1p Sean Gamty E36 M3 02:09.9

10 Jessa Clark [E36 M3 02:095

11 J Crist/M Skeen E36 M3 02:087

12 [ick Hunler E36 32515 02:112

13 Louis Payant E30 M3 02:074

14 R Lifson/E Wong E36 M3 0z:411

15 Tom Meflon E36 M3 02122

16 Dan Parker E36 328is 02:124

17 i Coad Laokey E30 M3 02:122

i8 5 Necheed Glbert E36 3255 02138

18 Timerdry Sith E36 3255 02:15.1

20 Jazan Briedis E36 325i 02:149

21 200 Necsl E36 325 02150

22 (Zraxk Simith E36 32515 02:159

2 D= Pppy E30 M3 07:149

24 1 Bt Wiright E36 M3 02100

25 TE S Haptanti/C Slone E38 3751 02:160

26 3 1 E36 325is 0Z14.7

L E36 3250 02:166

2B E30 M3 02:178

2 E36 32515 021745

30 E36 325is 02:192

k1| E36 M3 02:152

3z E36 3258 02210

3 E30 325¢ 02:228

K E30 M3 02244

kL £30 M2 02:180

16 £30 32518 02213

ok £36 325is 02276

DNF . 35 M3 02032

DNF - 3 T [ £36 3258 02180

oa (s Weade E36 3251 (2153
1 ¥ iy E3D M3 01:589
2 E36 M3 02022
3 E£36 M3 02025
4 £35 M2 02:034
3 Ed5 M3 02032
§ £46 M3 G2:04.8
7 £36 M3 02094
& 1 E30 M3 02085
g I E36 M3 02:103

il 2 E36 M3 02:102

" 1P 5 36 M3 (2098

12 IO Nidholas Lerge Z330coupe 02008

13 e o Jason Crist E36 M3 02:112

1S JJF Dick Huntet E36 3255 02:122

15 3P Tom Melien £35 M3 02:13.1

16 4P Roman Lifson E36 M3 02:136

17 15pE36 Michael Gilberl E36 3255 02:144

18 2 Sp E36 Jason Briedis E36 325 02:14.1

19 5IP David Bacon E36 M3 02:155

20 4P Dan Parker E36 328z

21 1M3T  Dennis Pippy E30 M3

22 6P Bob Wright E36 M3

23 5Jp Chuck Smith E36 325is

24 3 SpE36 Thomas Tie E36 325is

25 4 5pE36 John Danskin E36 325is

26 7P Alan Davis E30 M3

21 5 SpE36 Mike Hinkley E36 325is

23 6 Sp E36 Mark Fishern E36 325is

2% IMR  Sripathi Haputaniri E36 325i

36 1K Eric Nisscn E30 325is

H 3DM  Apil Curlis E30 325e

32 1J5  RobenBlood E30 M3

33 7 SpE36 Gary Clark E36 325is

M 2R John Counts E26 325i5

DNF JP Jason Necef £36 325is

Sean Garrity (J-PE36 M3) crossed the finish
to win his class mere seconds ahead of
Clark, with whom he had swapped positious
several times late in the contest.

The Spec E36 crowd also put on a great
show, although most of that happened behind
pole-sitter Gilbert, who set a personal lap
record and led the class from flag to flag for
his “first win in quite a while.” Behind him,
Smith ran an easy second until after his and
Briedis’ pit stops, when the fatter monnted a
determined challenge for the Number Two
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spot. Briedis actually passed Smith with two
laps to go, but had to give back the position
when he ran low on fuel. And back in the
pack, several more Spec E36ers—Mark
Fishero, Marty Frasier and Les Davis among

them—waged several lively battles. one of

which resulted in a new lap record for the
class (2:12.4) racked up by Aaron Povoledo
co-driving John Danskin’s 325is.

Due to mishaps in the enduro and in qual-
ifying for the feature race on Sunday, the
field for the twelve-lap sprint was reduced
to just 35 cars. Perhaps hardest hit was the
Spee E36 group. which by then was down to
seven. But the less-crowded track meant
more running room, especially for the
C-Mods; once again, it was Bassen’s car on
the pole, but with Mueller in the cockpit. He
was off and running as soon as the green flag
flew, almost matching his previous best-lap
time on lap four. and leading flag-to-flag to
win the race—with nary a challenge—by a
solid 32-second margin.

Marquis, who had started next to Mueller,
lost out to Carroll in Turn Three. Carroll heid
onto the number-two spot to the finish,
despite Marquis’ repeated passing attempts.
In I-Prepared, Budniewski had qualified

several positions behind Lippe, but managed
to reel in several cars and get his revenge,
beating his dval o the checker by some eight
seconds to take the class crown. And Payant
trailed Budniewski to the finish by just five
seconds to collect the win in D-Mod.
Despite the loss of one of their best com-
petitors—Smith, who'd nudged a tire wall
in qualifying that morning—the Spec E36ers
had a great time battling each other. Gilbert
qualified up front, with Briedis one second
hehind him. This set the stage for another
dicing contest, as Briedis tried time and again
to get around Gilbert. He even set the fastest
time for the class in the process, but to no
avail, as Gilbert hung on to take the win by
barely half a second. Tom Tice, who had
exited the enduro with a flat tire, cruised to
a comfortable third-place finish. And Clark,
Pippy, Haputantri, Nissen, and Blood all
posted repeat wins in their respective classes.
One interesting sidelight of this event was
the buzz the Spec E36 and M3T cars gener-
ated around the paddock. With several racers
stating they would probably convert their cars
to one or the other class’ specifications, it looks
like these additions to the Club Racing spec-
trum have a promising future.—Paul Hoecke
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