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RACI NG tl N ES '*'r#n"n;r#3nff'***'
Spec E36 and G-Modified drivers star atVlR

The annual April Club race at Virginia
Intemational Raceway (VIR) has a reputa-
tion for attracting sone of the biggest crowds
of BMW racers on the East Coast, and the
3.27 mile, seventeen-tum circuit makes for
some fast speeds up ftont, as well as close
competition within classes. This year's event
was no different; in fact, it outdid previous
yeam in some respects.

Although the actual BMW tumout of40-
plus car. was somewhat les. rhan rhe origi-
nal entry listpredicted, thereduced carcount
was not all that apparent. With the Tarheel
Chapter and the VDCAco-hosting the three-
day event, the paddock looked about as
packed as ever. And a damp Thursday gave
way to three days of glorious, sunny 70"
weather, which made for a fast track-and
lots of opportunities for d vers to post new
track and personal records.

One new element was the Spec E36 class;
not only was it the biggest, with eleven cars
entered, but it also saw some of the hottest
competition of the weekend, proof of how
quickly this rclatively new class has grown
and matured. Another new addition to the
VIR scene was the presence of four M3T
cars 830 M3s built to specs that some refer
to as 'T-P Lite" which aroused a lot of inter-
est among other BMW drivers.

Up front, however, it was the C-Modi-
fied cars that provided the drama.

The firstrace, an eleven-lap fun spdnt on
Friday atiernoon, was a portent ofthings to
come. Starting liom the pole, Steve Bassen
(C M E30 M3) jumped ahead and led Peter
Carrol l  fC M t l6 M3r rhrough rhe f irsr
couple of tums only to coast to a dead stop
in the middle of Turn Three when a balky
control unit quit. In the resulting melee, all the
drivers b€hind Bassen miraculously managed
to avoid this unexpected obstacle, raising thick
clouds ofdust as some maneuvered their cars
olf the pavement. The mess allowed Mark
Marquis (C-M E36 M3) to squeeze by
Canoll and take the lead; but within two laps,
with Bassen's car safely out of the way, Car-
roll put pedalto the metal and rctook the lead
fo r  good  to  w in  t he  ra i e  and  c l as . .  Ch r i s
Lewis (C-M E46 M3) came in second over
all, having passed Marquis in mid-race.

Behiid the front-running C-Mod cars, two
I-Prepared driver. Crlr ig Lippe and Deni\
Budniewski, both driving E36 M3s-resumed
a rivalry they had begun at Road Atlanta rn
February, where Lippe had bested Budniewski
twice. This time the two driveni started side-
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by side, withLippe on the pole. But two laps
inro rhe r lce. Budnieu.ki .cooted by Lippe.
and he never looked back; despite repeated
challenges. he beat his rir al to the checker by
eight seconds to win the class.

Anotherclose battle ensued among three
Spec E36 drivers: Michael Gilbert, Jason
Briedis, and Tim Smith. Gilbert was on the
pole, with Briedis and Smith directly behind
him, but as the green flag flew, Smith forged
ahead of Briedis and tucked in behind Gilbert
for a couple of laps. However, some setup
i s rues  f o r ced  h im  to  d rop  back .  a l l ou ing
Briedis to get by and challenge Gilbert for
the class lead. Those two drivers fought tooth
and nailforposition until Bdedis got around
Gilbert in mid-race, but the outcome of this
batt le was not decided unti l  Briedis beat
Gilbert to the checker by a mere 0. I 5 seconds.
As Gilbert later said, "The fact that ourbest
laps were about 0.08 seconds apart shows
how even fhe cars are."

Saturday r one hour endurance race wil-
nessed some fierce dogfights in mid-pack,
but out in front, the show belonged to Bassen
and co-driver Randy Mueller. Having
replaced his control unit, Bassen qualified
for the pole with a 1.327-second miugin over
Allan l-ewis (C-M E36 325i). Butjust seconds
after the start, Lewis lost his spot to Carroll,
who  p roceeded  to  chase  Bassen ' s  ca r
throughout the race. Howevet with the speed
the BassenMueller team put out, the issue
was never in doubt -specially afierMueller
took over the wheel. He later commented
that he had topped 150 mph on several occa-
sions, so it was no surprise thathepostedthe
fas te . t  t ime  o f  l he  weekend -a  b laz ins
1i58.872-on the last lap of the racel
Mueller's victory margin was a bit over,17
seconds, afeat thatBassen attributes to "Fast

Randy's" driving and the meticulous atten-
tion he gives to his car's aerodynamics.

In the continuing l-Prepared rivalry Lippe
and co-driver Evan Darling won the class,
but not without a fight, as Mueller qualified

in Budniewski's car and led Darling during
much ofthe tirst halfofthe race. But things
changed after Mueller pitted and handed over
to Budniewski; rejoining the race, Bud-
nie$.ki had ro contend with hea\ ) traff ic.
while Darling kept going. Then, when Lippe
took the wheel, he managed to squeak in
ahead of Budniewski, and that's the way it
stayed to the finish-but Budniewski didn't
give up, as he took the checkerjust a half
second behind Lippe. Sixteen seconds later,
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Sean Garaity (J-PE36 M3) crossed the finish
to win his class mere seconds ahead of
Clark, with whom he had swapped positions
several times late in the contest.

The Spec E36 crowd also put on a great
shoq although most of that happened behind
pole-sitter Gilbert, who set a personal lap
record and led the class from flag to llag tbr
h i . ' f i r s t w i n i n q u i t e a u h i l e . " B e h i n d h i r n .
Smith ran an easy second until after his and
Brjedis'pit stops, when the lattermounted a
determined challenge for the Number Two
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Car B.sl Lap
E30M3 015&9
E36 M3 42421
E36 325i 02 036
E36t13 42444
E46 r\,13 02 03 9
E46M3 02 059
B6M3 02 08,4
E36 [,13 02 058
E36M3 02 099
136 [,13 02:095
E36 t\,13 02 087
E36 325is A21t?
a0 !13 4207 4
E36 M3 02111
t36 M3 A2:t22
E30 328is A2:124
E30 M3 42.122
E36 325is 02138
F36 325is 02151
E36 325i 02t49
E36 325is 02150
E36 325is 02150
E30 M3 02t49
E36 M3 02:150
E36 325t 02f6.0
E36 325 s Q2:147
E36 325 s 02:163
E30 M3 02:17.5
E36325s 0217 5
E36325s 02:rq 2
E36 M3 02:15.2
E36325s 02:210
E30 325€ 0222s
E30 M3 02:24.3
E30 M3 0219.0
E30325s 0221!
E36325s 4227.6
E36 M3 02 03.2
E36 325s 0219 0
E36 325 02153
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l rllll F: qldE&l B0M3 0l58S
2 @f hls Cardl E36 M3 42022
3 Cdf Llairria4us E36M3 02025
aoi Jaluxgerqe'oi E36(,13 02034
5 Clr Otrs te*s E46 l\,13 A2!J32
6C ncbdcfuiq E46M3 02 0.18
I P DsisBLnniemli E36[,13 02094
1 D{\{ L!6 h}?nl E30 M3 02085
7 CII Chp SlrbB E36lVl3 02103
2P cDjq tipFe E36lV3 02103
1'P Jesseola* E36 M3 02009
zDM Ndroas laQe B30mupe 02!98
2JP Jen C'lsl E36M3 42112
3JP Dd(Uunler E36 325is A2:122
3rP Toin Mellon E36M3 02131
4lP Rmanllhnn E36 M3 02136
1 sp E36 Midue Git*d E36 325is A2:t44
2 Sp E36 Jason Enedis E36 325i a2:141
5lP Dalii Ba.qr E30 M3 02155
4JP Dan{%is E36 3281s 02:122
1 M3T Dmns frppy E30 M3 AU5A
6 rP Bob$l'ql'l E36 M3 02:143
5JP Cnud(Smilh E36325s 02:114
3SpB6 ftomalE E36325s 02183
4 Sp E36 Join tunskn E36 325s 02:191
/ lP Alan Dalis 830 M3 02:183
5 Sp E36 Mlk4HnhE E36325s 0219.3
6S!E36 Ma f-sherc E36325s 02:203
1 ITR Snpadr Hapulrnf E36 325 02:21.3
llp EicNsn E30325s 0224.5
3 DM Api Culs E30 325e 02:232
1 Js Robe( Bknd E30 M3 02240
7 S0 E36 Gayclad( E36325s 02244
2 tTB John Couls E36 325s 02241
JP Jas{i Necel E36 325s 02l9t

5 CM Cl'ds te,iE
6 CM Bobed Chino
1P E Dan og/C ljpe
2 P n Mueler/D Budni€v,,sk

1 So E36 Mrdae Gibed
2 So E36 ldlll'y Snilh
3 Sp E36 ]en Eiedis
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