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C-Modified racers lead a 50-car pack at Mid-Ohio

At the start of the Memorial Day race
weckend, Mid-Ohio welcomed 38 race cars
and 65 racers to the Northern Ohio Chapter’s
Tire Rack BMW CCA Club Race, the premier
event of the season for the North Central
region. With over seventeen C-Modified and

fifteen I-Prepared cars in the field, the talk of

the weekend was how fast the field was going
to be—and how traffic management would
be critical for everybody. The race also saw
one of the series’ largest rookie gatherings,
fifteen in all—including eight who had never
tumed a wheel in BMW CCA Club Racing.
The first sprint was the featured race for
the weekend. Mark Marquis (C-M E36 M3)
and Randy Mucller in Steve Bassen's E30 M3
led the field to the green flag, thrown on the
back stretch due to the large field. Mueller
took the lead in Turn Seven and didn’t look
back, leading every lap of the race; in fact, the
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top seven cars, all running in C-Mod, never
traded a position during the race. Todd Brown,
running eighth overall and sandwiched
between two C-Mod cars, won D-Modified
in his E30 M3. Two positions back, Kevin
Ogrodnik edged out Jeff Negus by three
seconds to take the I-Prepared class win; hoth
were in E36 M3s. The J-Prep class, with lap
times comparable to those in 1-P, was led by
another pair of E36 M3s driven by Jesse Clark
and Texas racer Sean Garrity, who made the
1,100-mile trip to run at Mid-Chio.

Farther back in the field, the Spec E36
class leaders were battling it out, with the top
three racers, Mike Gilbert, Jason Briedis, and
Tim Smith, qualifying within 0.06 seconds
of ¢ach other. Gilbert and Smith battled for the
first five laps until Smith finally got past
when slower (raffic came into play, After
Smith made the pass, the double yellows

came out; after the restart. Gilbert and Briedis
got past Smith when he got stuck in slower
traffic. Gilbert finished first, with Briedis in
second, followed by Smith. John Negus won
the K-Prepared class, running a scorching
fast-lap time of 143.8 in his 325is.

Qualifying for the second race would be a
little different that weekend, as the fastest lap
time in the first race—rather than the finish-
ing position—was used to determine grid posi-
tion. Randy Mueller’s 1.33.4 put the E30 M3
on the pole for Steve Bassen. Bassen held the
lead until lap two, when Mark Marquis made
a pass to claim first place. Marquis and Bassen
would finish nose-to-tail, with Marquis
eaming the hard-fought wm by less than 0.20
seconds. Todd Brown had his second strong
race of the day. finishing first in D-Mod.

In I-Prepared, Jeff Negus won, with Wal-
lead Hessami (E90 3301) finishing sccond,
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less than a second ahead of Kevin Ogrodnik,
while Sean Garrity and rookie Jason Crist
(E36 M3) finished first and second in J-P. In
Spec E36, Tim Smith had a commanding
lead, but he was black-flagged on lap four
for dropping fuel on the track. Mike Gilbert
got past Jason Briedis on that lap, but even-
tually Briedis won over Gilbert by one sec-
ond. Dennis Pippy (E30 M3) finished first
in M3T with a strong lap time of 143:044;
John Negus repeated in K-P; and rookie Kish
(Galappatti took a solo class win in SE30.
Sunday was another great day, with the tem-
perature in the mid-80s and no rain. Bassen

Sprint Two leaders Mark Marquis, Steve Bassen,
and Peter Carrall do battle at Mid-Ohio.

qualified on the pole for the enduro, followed
by Peter Carroll. In this hour-long race, raffic
and tire management would be key; Bassen
and Randy Mueller piloted Bassen’s C-Mod
E30 M3 (o victory ahead of two more C-Mod
racers, Allan Lewis (E36 3251) and NASAreg-
ular Max Fisher (E36 M3). Rookie provisional
racer Robert Chang stepped up his game to fin-
ish an impressive fourth overall in his C-Mod
EA6 M3, while Todd Brown, finishing eighth
overall, completed his sweep of D-Mod. Jeff
Negus finished a strong first in I-P for the sec-
ond time, ahead of the E36 M3 of Mike Skeen
and Roman Lifson. Sean Garrity won J-P ahead
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of Jason Crist and Mike Skeen (running in two
classes) in an E36 M3. J-P front-runner Jesse
Clark did not start this race due to mechanical
issues, and rookie racer Brian Nawrocki fin-
ished first in H-P in his E46 M3 after having a
rough start to the weekend.

Spec E36 was led by Tim Smith from the
green flag until three laps to go, when he had
an engine issue that led him (o lose the ten-
second lead he had built up. Mike Gilbert
passed Smith for the class win with Vivek
Govindapillai finishing third. Scott Ontjes
finished first in I'TR in his E36 325i.

Allinall, the weekend was a great success,
as many rookie racers got a taste of the
addiction we call raeing. Six racers who
eompleted the Club Racing school in April at
Mid-Ohio were out racing in May.—Tkn Smith

TIRE RACK CCA Club Race af Mid Ghio
29 Distance: 11 Laps

Class
Pos. Pos.  Driver Car Best Lap
1 1CM  Randy Mugller E30 M3 01334
2 2CM  Mak Mamuis E36 M3 01:346
3 3CM  Alan Lewis £36 3260 01:348
4 4CM  Pefer Caroli E36 M3 01:343
5  5CM  MuxFRsher E46 M3 01347
6 6CM  John Dimoff E36 M3 01:355
7/ 7CM  Rober Chang EA6 M3 01:36.0
8 10M  Todd Bown E30 M3 01:36.9
] BCM  Chris Lowis E46 M3 01379
10 1P Kenin Ogrodnik E36 M3 01:39.1
11 iBNe  Merces Mavelian E36 M3 01385
120 A Jelfery Negus 35 M3 013684
13 9CM  John Hansen EA6 328is 01388
14 10CM  James Knopp E36 M3 01:396
15 1P -jesse Clark E36 M3 01:398
16 2P Sean Ganity E368 M3 01:333
17 20M  Nicholas Large Z2330icaupe 01401
18 3P Marin Meise E36 M3 01:399
19 41p Walead Hessami ES0 330i 01:39.5
20 5P Craig Lippe E36 M2 01410
21 11CM  Richard Grieser £36 M3 01:408
22 3DM  Slephen Gallis E21 320 01412
23 3P Jason Oist E36 M3 014156
24 1 HP Hrian Nawrocd E46 M3 01:424
25 12 M Kenny Cangeiosi E36 M3 01:423
26 1 SpE36 Michael Gilberl E36 3251 01:431
27 13CM  Breni Mosing E46 M3 (01:420
28 2 Sp E36 Jason Briedis E36 325 01432
29 3 Sp E36 Timothy Smith E36 325is 01428
30 5P Seoll Reiman E35 M3 01433
31 P Roman Lifson E36 M3 01430
32 4 SpE3G Vivek Govindapilai E36 3251 01433
33 81P Will Page-Echols E36 M3 H:433
34 1M3T  Dennis Pippy E30 M3 01:443
35 4DM  Louis Payanl E30 M3 (1428
36 1KP John Negus. £30 324is 01:438
37ooap Edward Macanga E36 M3 01457
38 1 1TR Scatt Onljes E36 325 01:47.0
39 3 5p E36 Nathaniel Orens E36 325is 01452
40 2M3T  Steva Amos E30 M3 014B.7
41 6 SpE36 Daniel Feldmann F36 325 01482
42 TEM  John Barhydt 2002 01:50.3
43 2KP Jim Ginler E30 325i8 01487
44 1 8630 Kish Galappatti E30 3260 01531
45 7 Sp E36 Brian Henty £36 3258 (1475
46 Raben Kiooz E30M3 01476
DNF CM Harold Petit E46 M3 01:39.4
DNF P Baob Wighl E36 M3 01436
DNF - CM Timothy Peloso E36 M3 =
00 oM Korey Deason E36 M3 01391

Randy Mueller won the first sprint et Mid-Dhio and teamed with car-owner
Steve Rassen to win the endura,

Spec E36 fronkrunners Mika Bilbert (£2), Tim Smith (#22), and Jason Briedis
315} and Scott Relman (#51).
p———

(#74) run in traffic with Roman Lifsan
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TWRE RACK CGCA Dl Raco af Mid @hin
0779 Distance: 12 Laps

Pos.  Driver
TCM Mark Marass
2CM  Steve Siizen
3EM  Peler Gl
ACM  All2n Leeks
5CM  Maxleos

4P Pase Meisa
206 Nchois Lage
1P Sen Ganmy
11CM  Richid Ghessr
2P Jasor (st
5P Craty Lipe
3IDM  foues Praw

| SpE36 Jasom w:\c

7P fiomen LEsmn

38p £36 Viek Gvindasds

1P dimtegs

8P Edwerd Maanga

4 Sp E36 fafaned E--us
TR Soolt Ceriess

3P Wil Fage-Eifols

2M3T  Siews Aiiee

5 SpE36 Brian Harvy

2KP Jim Gioret

E Sp €36 Danigl Femam
John Barmct

1 SESD ish Gippati

I HP Brian Kawncis

M Brent Fosng

CM James Kicup

SpE36  Tim Simith

M Timoty Peioso

Car

E36 M3
E3OM3
E36 M3
£36 3251
E46 M3
E16M3
E36 M3
E46 M3
E30 M2
E46 M3
E36 M3
E80 330
£36 M3
E36 M3
£15 328is
E26 M3
23 3.0i coupe
E36 M3
E36 M3
F36 M3
E36 M3
E30 M3
E36 3251
£36 325
£36 M3
E36 M3

E36 325is
=] .5755

E3f 325is
E36 M3

Besi Lap
01:347
{(1:345
01350
01354
01:355
01:354
01:36.1
01:36.2
01:374
01:383
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Pos.  Driver
1CM S Bassen/R Mucler
2CM  Allan Lewis

30M Max Rsther

40 Robert Chang
5CM  Chiis Lewis

6CM  Jofn Dimol
7CM  Mark Marquis
1DM  Todd Brown

1P Jeftery Negus
§CM  Harold Pelit

1P Sean Gty
1BM  Nerss Mawlan
zP M Skeen/R Lilson
3P E Wono/W Hessami
20M  Louis Payanl
9CM  John Hansen
24P J Cst/M Skeen
Forey Deason
11CM  Kenny Cangelosi
3Jp  Jason Necel
1HP  Brian Nawrook

t Sp E36 Michael Gilben
4P Mario Meise

2 5p E36 Timothy Smith

3 5p E36 Vivek Govindapllai
5P Edwaid Macanga
4 Sp E36 Jason Briedis
6P Scolt Reiman
1KP John Negus

5 8p £36 Nathaniel Orens
TR Scoll Onfies

& Sp E36 Brian Henry
1M3T  § Amos / K Genham
12CM  Timothy Pelosa

7P Bab Wright
1EM  John Barhwelt
40P Jesse Clark

7 Sp E36 Danlel Feldmann
2KP  Jim Ginte

BIP Kewin Ogeadnik
13CM  Brenl Mosing
Kish Galappatti
P Wil Page-Echols
M Pefer Carroll
M3T Deninis Pippy
oM Nicholas Lame
Jp Robert Kloo?

co a1 Mid {ihin
Lezs

E36 325
EdE M3
E36 3251
E36 M3
E36 325is
E36 325i
E36 M3
E36 325
E36 M3
E30 325i¢
E£26 3251
E36 3251
E36 326is
E30 M3
E36 M3
E36 M3
2002

E36 M3
E£3fi 32018
E30 325is
E36 M3
E46 M3
E30 3250
E36 M3
E36 M3
E30 M3
23 3.0 coupe
E30M3

Best Lap
01:326
01:353
01:359
01349
01:360
01:354
01:358
01:37.3
(1:388
01378
01:385
01:330
01:384
01:385
01401
01:388
01404
01387
01411
01414
01418
(1425
01398
01427
01430
01:425
01427
iyl :42.2
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